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Health  Department, 


Council  Offices, 

Church. 

September,  1959. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Church  Urban  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman.  Madam  and  Gentlemen. 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
Health  and  Sanitary  Administration  of  the  Urban  District  of  Church 
for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1958. 

The  district  has  been  free  from  any  serious  outbreak  of  infectious 
disease.  14  notifications  were  received  and  all  but  one  case  were  minor 
diseases  affecting  children.  A pleasing  feature  is  that  no  cases  of 
tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year,  which  is  the  first  occasion 
since  1953  and  also  that  no  deaths  were  recorded  from  the  disease  during 
the  year. 

Vital  statistics  are  provided  by  the  Registrar-General  and  show 
amongst  other  things,  that  the  birth  rate  is  higher  than  that  for 
England  and  Wales  and  that  the  death  rate  is  slightly  higher. 

I am  indebted  to  the  Public  Health  Inspector  and  the  Clerk  of 
the  Health  Department  for  their  help  during  the  year. 

I wish  also  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Committee,  together  with  the  Clerk  of  the  Council  and  all  other 
officials  for  their  valuable  assistance. 

I am. 


Yours  Obediently, 

FRANK  W.  PARE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  in  Acres  528 

Population  (Census,  1951)  5,199 

Population  estimated  mid-1958  5,730 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1958  according  to  rate 

books)  2,043 

Rateable  Value  £43,520 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  £1(53 


Social  Conditions  and  Chief  Industries  in  the  Area 

Present  industries  include  cotton  and  rayon  weaving,  bleaching, 
engineering  and  printing. 

There  have  been  no  special  noteworthy  cases  of  sickness  or  invalidity 
during  the  year,  nor  does  there  appear  to  be  any  conditions  of 
occupation  or  environment  which  have  been  prejudicial  to  health. 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

Population 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  population  for  mid-year 
1958  is  5.730,  which  is  20  more  than  the  previous  year. 

The  census  of  1931  revealed  a population  of  6.185,  whilst  that  of 
1951  indicated  the  number  of  persons  living  within  the  district  to  be 
5.199. 


Live  Births 


Total 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate  

99 

50 

49 

Illegitimate  

4 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Total  

103 

52 

51 

— 

— 

— 

Still  Births 

Legitimate  

5 

2 

3 

Illegitimate  

0 

0 

0 

— 

— 

— 

Total  

5 

2 

3 

Total  Registered  Births 

Total  Registered  Births,  1958  103 


Total  Registered  Birth,  1957  103 

Live  Birth  Rate 

For  the  year  1958  per  1.000  estimated  population  . 18.0* 

For  the  year  1957  18.0 

For  5 years’  average.  1953-57  17.6 

*1958  adjusted  birth  rate  comparability  factor  1.00  = 18.0  per  1.000 
England  and  Wales  1958  16.4  per  1,000. 
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Still  Birth  Rate 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  for  1958...  46.3 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  for  1957  0 


Total  Registered  Deaths 

Males  Females  Total 


1958  31  ...  36  67 

1957  41  ...  25  ...  66 


Crude  Death  Rate 


For  1958  per  1,000  estimated  population  ...  11.7 

For  1957  11.6 

Mean  for  5 years,  1953-57  13.8 

Corrected  Death  Rate  (comparability  factor  1.06).  12.4 

England  and  Wales,  1958  11.7 


Maternal  Mortality 


Deaths  from  pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion.  1958  ...  0 

Deaths  from  pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion.  1957  ...  0 

Mortality  rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  in  1958  0 

Mortality  rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  in  1957  0 

Mean  of  5 years,  1953-57  0 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age 

Legitimate  Illegitimate  Total 


1958 

Male  1 ...  0 ...  1 

Female  5 0 ...  5 

1957 

Male  0 ...  1 ...  1 

Female  2 0 2 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age 

58.3 
29 


All  infants  per  1,000  live  births,  1958 
All  infants  per  1,000  live  births,  1957 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age 

Legitimate  Illegitimate  Total 


1958 

Male  0 ...  0 0 

Female  3 ...  0 ...  3 

1957 

Male  0 ...  1 ...  1 

Female  2 0 2 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age 

Mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births,  1958  29.1 

Mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births,  1957  29 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATHS  DURING  1958 


Males  Females  Total 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  — — — 

Tuberculosis,  other  

Syphilitic  disease  

Diphtheria  — — — 

Whooping  cough  

Meningoccoccal  infections  — — — 

Acute  poliomyelitis  — 

Measles  — — 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  — — 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  — — — 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  — — — 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  — 1 1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  — 2 2 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms...  2 2 4 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  — — — 

Diabetes  — — — 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  7 5 12 

Coronary  disease,  angina  5 9 14 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  — 1 1 

Other  heart  diseases  4 6 10 

Other  circulatory  diseases  1 1 2 

Influenza  — 1 1 

Pneumonia  3 — 3 

Bronchitis  3 1 4 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  — — — 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  — — 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  1 — 1 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  — — — 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  1 — 1 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion  — — — 

Congenital  malformation  — 2 2 

Other  Defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  3 4 7 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  — — — 

All  other  accidents  — — — 

Suicide  1 1 2 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  — — — 

31  36  67 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  (TUBERCULOSIS  REGULATIONS)  1952 

TUBERCULOSIS 


Cases  of  tuberculosis  were  admitted  to  various  Sanatoria  under  the 
Regional  Hospital  Board.  The  Tuberculosis  Scheme  is  administered  by 
the  Lancashire  County  Council  and  Regional  Hospital  Board  and  the 
Public  Health  Department  is  notified  of  housing  conditions  and  environ- 
ment generally.  Necessary  disinfection  is  carried  out  by  the  Public 
Health  Department. 

The  following  table  indicates  the  number  of  persons  on  the  register 
at  31st  December,  1958.  The  number  of  persons  on  the  register  is  fi  less 
than  that  of  the  previous  year. 


Table  II 


No.  of  Persons  on  Register  31st  December,  1958 


Total 

Cases 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonarv 

Pulm.  & Non-Pulm. 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

28  

12 

15 

27 

1 

— 

1 

13 

15 

28 

No  deaths  of  non-notified  tuberculosis  were  received. 

There  is  no  evidence  of  excessive  incidence  of  or  mortality  from 
tuberculosis  in  any  particular  occupation  in  the  district. 

Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulation,  1925 

No  action  has  been  necessary  under  the  above  regulations,  which 
concern  workpeople,  suffering  from  tuberculosis,  in  the  milk  trade. 

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  172 

Removal  to  hospital  of  infectious  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis 
of  the  respiratory  tract. 

No  action  was  necessary. 

Disinfection  after  Infectious  Disease 

Rooms  of  houses  were  disinfected  during  the  year  by  means  of 
spraying  witli  a disinfectant. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  Section  47 

Removal  to  suitable  premises  of  persons  in  need  of  attention. 

No  action  was  necessary. 
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The  following  Sections  of  the  Report,  viz : — 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
including  PUBLIC  CLEANSING,  HOUSING 
and  INSPECTION  and  SUPERVISION  OF 
FOOD 


have  been  prepared  by 


Mr.  J.  L.  PALK,  Public  Health  Inspector 
(Cert.  S.I.Bd.,  Cert.  R.S.I.  Meat  and  other  Foods. 
Cert.  R.S.I.  Smoke  Inspectors) 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


Water  Supply 

Water  is  supplied  by  the  Accrington  District  Water  Board,  and  to 
lot  premises  by  Oswaldtwistle  Urban  District  Council. 

The  water  is  obtained  from  moorland  catchment  area  and  deep 
wells. 

Water  is  supplied  from  public  mains  direct  to  2,105  dwelling  houses 
with  a population  of  5,730.  and  the  supply  is  considered  generally 
satisfactory  in  respect  both  of  quality  and  quantity  throughout  the 
area. 

One  sample  was  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination,  the 
result  of  which  was  satisfactory. 

In  addition  a copy  of  reports  of  bacteriological  examinations  is 
received  from  the  Accrington  and  District  Water  Hoard  each  month. 


Closet  Accommodation 

No.  of  privy  middens  0 

No.  of  closets  attached  to  those  middens  0 

No.  of  pail  closets  ...  3 

No.  of  dry  pits  0 

No.  of  moveable  ashbins  2180 

No.  of  fresh  water  closets  1728 

No.  of  waste  water  closets  1020 

♦No.  of  trough  closets  ...  11 

No.  of  houses  which  have  no  separate  closet  accommodation  72 

No.  of  houses  on  water  carriage  system  2103 


* These  closets  are  situate  in  a factory  which  lias  closed  down. 


Closet  Conversions 

No.  of  waste  water  closets  to  fresh  water  P.H.A.,  1936  ..  20 

H. A. .1949-54  7 


27 

No.  of  trough  closets  to  fresh  water  0 

No.  of  new  water  closets  made  thereby  0 


Waste  Water  Closets  and  Drains 

201  complaints  of  choked  waste  water  closets  and  drains  have  been 
attended  to  by  Local  Authority  workmen.  Although  150  were  cleansed 
51  were  referred  to  the  owner  for  cleansing  and  repair. 
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Shops  Act,  1950 

Inspections  have  been  carried  out  in  respect  of  ventilation, 
temperature  and  sanitary  conveniences  of  shops  which  consist  mainly 
of  the  house  and  shop  type. 

In  addition,  152  inspections  were  carried  out  for  the  Lancashire 
County  Council,  who  are  the  Local  Authority  for  certain  sections  of  the 
Act. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools 

There  are  no  baths  or  pools  within  the  district. 

Schools 

There  are  4 schools  within  the  district — all  denominational,  3 of 
which  are  more  than  fifty  years  old.  The  standards  of  these  premises 
cannot  be  said  to  be  equal  to  those  of  the  present  day.  In  one  school 
tlie  sanitary  accommodation  for  the  boys  requires  improving. 

St.  Christopher’s  Church  of  England  Secondary  Modern  School  was 
opened  in  September,  1958. 

Disinfestation 

No  houses  were  found  to  be  infested  with  bed  hugs. 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 
Investigation  of  Atmospheric  Pollution 

Analyses  of  collected  matter  from  the  Standard  Deposit  Gauge 
situated  at  Alleytroyd’s  Wharf  has  been  continued  during  the  year  by 
the  Analyst  of  the  County  Borough  of  Burnley. 

Generally  it  is  found  that  in  months  of  high  and  low  rainfall  the 
pollution  collected  varies  according  to  the  amount  of  rainfall  deposited. 

The  average  monthly  pollution  expressed  in  tons  per  square  mile 
and  the  rainfall  in  inches  for  the  past  six  years  are  set  out  in  the 
table  below : — 


Year 

Average 

Pollution 

Monthly 

Rainfall 

1958 

23.94 

3.92 

1957 

21.01 

3.75 

1956 

26.23 

3.74 

1955 

23.36 

2.94 

1954 

28.69 

4.67 

1953 

23.10 

2.80 

1952 

29.58 

3.84 

10 


Graph  showing  atmospheric  pollution  collected,  expressed  in  tons  per 
square  mile,  and  rainfall  in  inches 

1st  JANUARY  — 31st  DECEMBER,  1958 


collected  each  month  with 


The  graph  shows  amounts 
corresponding  rainfall  : — 
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Industrial  Premises 


It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  smoke  emissions  have  been  reduced 
following  the  installation  of  mechanical  stokers  and  the  efficient  main- 
tenance of  such  plant,  but  in  a few  instances  the  hand  fired  coal  burning 
boiler  remains  in  use  with  its  attendant  smoke  emissions. 

Domestic  Smoke 

Although  some  people  are  improving  their  fireplaces  by  the  installa- 
tion of  modern  grates,  the  best  method  of  obtaining  clean  air  is  to  burn 
smokeless  fuel  in  approved  appliances.  The  Council  contributes  to  the 
required  improvement  only  when  the  house  is  in  a Smoke  Control  Area. 

The  Clean  Air  Act,  1956 

The  Minister  has  by  regulation  repealed  the  smoke  control  and 
byelaws  sections  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  and  instituted  the 
Statutory  Instrument  making  it  a contravention  to  issue  smoke  greater 
than  a certain  colour  and  for  longer  than  the  prescribed  time. 

Offensive  Trade — Fat  Melter 

Again  in  the  Annual  Report  it  is  necessary  to  discuss  the  one  offensive 
trade  in  the  district. 

The  new  management  progressively  decided  that  it  was  impossible 
to  modernise  and  mechanise  the  process  work  in  the  existing  building. 
Application  was  made  to  the  Local  Authority  to  establish  the  trade  in 
an  adjoining  building  and  this  was  granted  for  a period  of  5 years  with 
the  option  of  a renewal.  It  was  realised  from  the  outset  that  merely 
providing  excellent  water  absorbent  and  chlorinating  plant  was  not  the 
most  satisfactory  method  of  dealing  with  the  problem  and  the  manage- 
ment set  out  to  improve  each  stage  of  the  process  in  an  hygienic  manner. 
Close  collaboration  with  the  Health  Department  was  maintained  but 
generally  the  principles  set  out  in  “The  Handbook  on  Offensive  Trades” 
by  D.  Ronald  form  the  basis  of  the  proposed  improvement. 

The  strength  of  a chain  is  in  its  weakest  link  and  as  long  as  one 
factor  in  the  many  stages  of  the  process  remains,  that  the  material 
to  be  processed  is  not  fresh  in  summer  months,  so  a completely  effective 
treatment  of  the  gaseous  effluent  cannot  be  assured  at  all  times. 

It  is  intended  that  the  new  premises  will  be  in  use  in  the  summer 
of  1959  and  it  is  anticipated  that  the  problem  of  frequent  emissions  of 
offensive  odours  in  the  summer  months  will  be  overcome  now  that  what 
appears  to  be  the  best  practicable  means  of  counteracting  emissions  has 
been  adopted. 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING,  1958-59 


Refuse  Removal 

A weekly  service  of  refuse  collection  is  endeavoured  to  be  main- 
tained and  the  number  of  emptyings  in  the  year  reached  51,  which  is 
a similar  number  to  that  of  the  previous  year. 

Refuse  Disposal 

Domestic  refuse  and  certain  other  refuse  is  disposed  of  at  the  tip 
at  Far  Holmes  in  accordance  with  the  best  available  method.  This 
form  of  sanitary  disposal  of  refuse  is  dependent  upon  a plentiful  supply 
of  suitable  cover  such  as  furnace  ashes  and  dust,  and  unfortunately  this 
material  is  becoming  very  difficult  to  obtain. 

The  Council  were  approached  by  Accrington  Municipal  Borough  in 
July  to  dispose  of  certain  Abattoir,  Market  and  Shop  waste  material  at 
the  refuse  tip.  This  request  was  agreed  to  provided  that  the  necessary 
required  cover  in  the  shape  of  ashes  and  dust  was  also  provided  and  also 
subject  to  the  required  tipping  fees  being  met.  This  additional  work  of 
disposal  has  been  satisfactorily  dealt  with. 

This  additional  amount  of  refuse  will  greatly  reduce  my  estimate  of 
the  expected  life  of  the  tip.  However,  ample  land  is  available  adjoining 
the  present  tip  for  future  requirements  for  many  years  to  come. 

Salvage 

The  separation  of  salvable  material  from  household  and  factory 
refuse  has  continued  throughout  the  year. 


The  following  is  a summary  of  materials  collected  and  sold  : — 


T. 

c. 

Q.  lbs. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Waste  Paper  

105 

0 

2 

045 

2 

11 

Ferrous  Metals  

2 

1 

0 

11 

5 

6 

Light  Scrap  Metal  

i 

1 

2 

5 

10 

2 

Textiles  

2 

17 

0 

44 

1 

2 

Totals  ... 

in 

0 

0 

705 

19 

9 

The  gross  income  is  approximately  7 per  cent,  less  than  the  previous 
year,  however  the  record  amount  of  paper  sold  last  year  has  been  ex- 
ceeded by  8 tons  and  the  continued  payment  of  a bonus  to  the  workmen 
is  greatly  responsible  for  these  excellent  result  figures. 

Although  the  income  from  the  sale  of  salvage  does  not  equal  the 
halcyon  days  of  1951-52  it  must  be  remembered  that  if  all  the  refuse  was 
tipped  as  in  the  years  prior  to  1939  the  difficulties  of  maintaining  a tip 
free  from  fires  would  be  enormous  and  costly. 

Bin  Maintenance  Scheme 

The  number  of  bins  issued  each  year  since  April,  1952,  when  the 
scheme  began  indicates  that  the  whole  of  the  district  will  receive  a new 
bin  approximately  every  12  years. 

Bins  do  not  appear  to  have  been  treated  differently  now  that  the 
renewal  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Local  Authority.  However,  prompt 
exchange  of  a dilapidated  bin  ensures  as  little  spillage  as  possible  on  the 
occupiers  premise  and  on  the  public  footpath,  and  also  produces  better 
working  conditions  for  men  already  performing  a dirty  job. 
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COST  STATEMENT 
Year  Ended  31st  March,  1959 


Summary 


Item 

Particulars 

Collection 

Disposal 

Total 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Revenue  Account 

Gross  Expenditure 

1 Labour 

2 Transport 

3 Plant  equipment  land 
and  buildings 

4 Other  Items 

5 Total  gross  expenditure 
Income 

Net  Cost 

Capital  Expenditure 
met  from  Revenue 

£ 

1634 

982 

272 

£ 

977 

10 

121 

£ 

2611 

992 

393 

2888 

1108 

1074 

3996 

1074 

2888 

34 

2922 

— 

— 

— 

UNIT  COSTS 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

5 

G loss  cost  per  ton 

labour  only 

20  8 

12  5 

33  1 

6 

Gross  cost  per  ton 

transport  only 

12  5 

1 

12  6 

7 

Net  cost  (all  expendi- 

ture)  per  ton 

36  7 

5 

37  0 

£ 

£ 

£ 

8 

Net  cost  per 

1,000  population 

504 

6 

510 

9 

Net  cost  per 

1,000  premises 

1343 

16 

1359 

10 

Area  in  acres  

528 

11 

Population  at  30th  .Inne,  1958  

5730 

12 

Estimated  total  refuse  collected  (tons) 

1579 

13 

Estimated  weight  (cwts.)  per  1,000  population  per 

day  (365  days  to  year) 

15.1 

14 

No.  of  premises  from  which  refuse  is 

collected.. 

2150 

15 

Average  haul  by  collection  vehicle 

to  disposal 

point  (miles) 

.5 

16 

Number  of  emptyings  during  the  year  

51 

Facts  obtained  from  the  Cost  Statement 

That  bins  are  emptied  weekly  and  that  it  costs  6d.  to  empty  a dustbin 
and  transport  the  contents  to  the  tip  each  week  and  .07d.  to  dispose  of 
the  refuse. 
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FACTORIES 

The  number  of  factories  on  the  register  in  accordance  witli  the 
provisions  of  the  Factory  Act.  1937,  is  2 Non-power  and  42  Power,  and 
other  premises  1. 

Non-Power  Factories 

Two  inspections  were  carried  out  in  respect  of  cleanliness,  over- 
crowding, temperature,  ventilation  and  sanitary  conveniences,  and  no 
contraventions  were  observed. 

Power  Factories 

Fifty-seven  inspections  were  carried  out  in  respect  of  sanitary  accom- 
modation. Three  contraventions  were  observed  and  three  were  remedied 
during  the  year. 

Outwork 

The  number  of  persons  employed  as  outworkers  in  accordance  with 
Section  110  was  4. 

Means  of  Escape  in  Case  of  Fire  (position  at  end  of  year) 

No.  of  factories  requiring  certificates  4 

No.  of  certificates  issued  3 

SANITARY  INSPECTIONS,  1958 
Number  of  premises  visited  3515 

Defects  or  nuisances  discovered  754 

Defects  or  nuisances  abated  701 

Number  of  notices  served — (a)  Informal  518 

(b)  Statutory  2 

Legal  Proceedings  0 

CLASSIFICATION  OF  INSPECTIONS 

Inspection  of  District  62 

Houses — Complaints  and  re-visits  317 

Interviews — Owners  and  property  repairers  125 

Choked  waste  water  closets  and  drains  292 

Examining  drain  whilst  work  in  progress  23 

New  drains  20 

Conversion  of  waste  water  closets 47 

Dust  Bins  182 

Refuse  removal  and  disposal  242 

Salvage  58 

Street  Cleansing  122 

Public  Conveniences  45 

Factories  61 

Food  and  Drugs  Act — Food  preparing  and  retail  premises,  viz: — 

Meat  pie  and  sausage,  bakehouse,  cafe  kitchens  and  canteens, 
grocers,  confectioners,  butchers,  fried  fish  and  licensed 

premises  165 

Shops  and  Offices  59 

Atmospheric  pollution — observations,  interviews  and  inspections..  205 

Offensive  trade  78 

Infectious  diseases  and  food  poisoning  20 

Dirty  and/or  verminous  premises  ...  5 

Rodent  Control  35 

Council  houses — Tenancies,  inspections  and  interviews  150 

Shops  Act,  1950.  Inspection  for  L.C.C.  152 

Sundry  Inspections  ...  153 

Rodent  Control — Operator’s  visits  855 

Petroleum  Acts  42 


3,515 
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Improvements  Effected 


Dwelling  Houses  : — 

Roofs  21 

Gutters  21 

Downspouting  13 

Windows — Sash  cords  22 

Windows — Repairs  13 

Ceiling  Plaster  12 

Wall  Plaster  19 

Floors  14 

Doors  3 

Internal  walls  waterproofed  15 

External  Walls  14 

Chimney  stacks  and  flues  5 

Handrails  1 

Waste  water  closets  and  drains  263 

Water  closets  7 

Dust  bins  144 

Dust  bin  lids  59 

Cleansed  and/or  vermin  destroyed  1 

Sinks  and  waste  pipes  2 

Miscellaneous  21 

Food  premises  20 

Shops  Act  0 

Rats  and  Mice  66 

Factories  3 

Clean  Air  Act  4 

Refuse  deposits  21 

Miscellaneous  14 


798 
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RODENT  CONTROL 


Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

The  rodent  control  scheme  lias  continued  throughout  the  year  with 
much  success. 

The  present  arrangements  whereby  the  services  of  the  rodent 
operator  are  shared  by  the  adjacent  Urban  District,  Oswaldtwistle,  and 
this  Local  Authority,  continue  to  function  satisfactory. 

Treatment  has  been  carried  out  using  the  methods  as  recommended 
by  the  Directorate  of  Infestation  Control. 

During  the  year  free  treatment  to  dwelling  houses  was  given  by 
the  Local  Authority. 

One  hundred  and  twenty-eight  treatments  against  rodents  were 
carried  out  as  follows : — 


Type  of  Property 

Non-Agricultural 

Agricultural 

Dwelling 

houses 

All  other 

(a) 

No.  of  properties  in 

district  

2103 

376 

5 

(b) 

No.  of  properties  in- 

spected  

358 

163 

5 

(c) 

Total  inspections  carried 

out  (inc.  re-inspections) 

455 

382 

18 

(d) 

No.  of  properties  in- 

spected  which  were 

found  to  be  infested 

by 

Rats — Major  

— 

— 

— 

Minor  

4 

14 

1 

Mice — Major  

— 

— 

— 

Minor  

19 

4 

— 

(e) 

No.  of  infested  properties 

treated  

23 

18 

1 

(f) 

Total  treatments  carried 

out  (inc.  re-treatments) 

26 

37 

2 

(g) 

No.  of  “Block”  control 

schemes  carried  out  .... 

1 

— 

— 

Two  treatments  of  the  sewers  have  been  carried  out,  which,  in  my 
opinion,  play  a large  part  in  reducing  the  rat  population  of  the  district, 
and  defective  drains,  which  were  permitting  egress  of  rats,  have  been 
remedied. 
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HOUSING  STATISTICS 


Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year: — 

Houses  Flats 

(i)  By  the  local  authority  — — 

(ii)  By  other  local  authorities  . — — 

(iii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  10 


1.  Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year: — 

1 (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  formally  or 

informally  for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  33 

(b)  Number  of  inspections,  formal  or  informal,  made  for  the 

purpose  39 

2 Dwelling  houses  unfit  for  human  habitation  and  not 
capable  at  reasonable  expenses  of  being  rendered  fit : — 

(a)  Number  found  during  the  year  1 

(b)  Number  (or  estimated  number)  at  end  of  year  — 

3 Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  during  the  year  to  be 

not  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  but 
capable  of  being  rendered  fit  33 


2.  Houses  Demolished:— 


In  Clearance  Areas 


Displaced  during 
Houses  Quarter 

Demolished  Persons  Families 


1 Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation.. 

2 Houses  included  by  reason  of  bad 

arrangement,  etc 

3 Houses  on  land  acquired  under 

Section  43(2),  Housing  Act,  1957  


Not  in  Clearance  Areas  : — 

4  As  a result  of  formal  or  informal 
procedure  under  Section  17(1). 
Housing  Act,  1957  


3.  Unfit  Houses  Closed:— 

1 Under  Sections  16(4)  ,17(1)  and  35(1) 

Housing  Act,  1957  

2 Under  Sections  17(3)  and  26  Housing 

Act,  1957  


Number 

1 


3  Parts  of  buildings  closed  under  Sec. 
18  Housing  Act.  1957  
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4.  Unfit  Houses  made  fit  and  Houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied:— 

By  Local 
By  Owner  Authority 

1 After  informal  action  by  local  authority  29  — 

2 After  formal  notice  under  : — 

(a)  Public  Health  Acts — — 

(b)  Housing  Act,  1957,  Sec.  9 and  16 1 — 

3 Under  Section  24  Housing  Act,  1957  — 


5.  Unfit  Houses  in  Temporary  Use,  Housing  Act,  1957:— 


Number 

of 

Houses. 

Position  at  end  of  year: — (1) 

1 Retained  for  temporary 

accommodation : — 

(a)  Under  Section  48  — 

(b)  Under  Section  17(2)  — 

(c)  Under  Section  46  — 

2 Licensed  for  temporary 
occupation  under  Section  34  or  53. . . 


Number  of  separate 
dwellings  contained 
in  column  (1). 

(2) 


6.  Purchase  of  Houses  by  Agreement:— 

Number 

of 

Houses. 

(1) 

Houses  in  Clearance  Areas  other 
than  those  included  in  confirmed 
Clearance  Orders  or  Compulsory 
Purchase  Orders  purchased  during 
the  year  — 


Number  of  occupant' 
of  houses  in 
Col.  (1). 


(2) 


7.  Housing  Act,  1949—  Improvement  Grants,  etc:— 

Private  Bodies  Local  Authority 

or  individuals 

Action  during  year : No.  of  No.  of  No.  of  No.  of 

schemes  dwellings  schemes  dwellings 

houses  aff’ct’d  houses  aff’ct’d 

(a)  Submitted  by  private 
individuals  to  local 

authority  21  21  — — 

(b)  Approved  by  local 

authority  18  18  — — 

(c)  Submitted  by  local 

authority  to  Ministry  — — — — 

(d)  Finally  approved  by 

Ministry  — — — — 

(e)  Work  completed  16  16  — — 

(f)  Additional  separate 
dwellings  included  in 

(e)  above  — — — — 

(g)  Any  other  action  taken  under  the  Act  (give  brief  particulars). 

Loans  granted  for  improvement  of  houses  to  persons  who  purchase 
houses  under  Small  Dwellings  Acquisition  Act. 
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HOUSING  CONDITIONS 


The  problem  of  maintaining  in  good  repair  houses  built  more  than  70 
years  ago  is  ever  present.  Some  landlords  have  taken  advantage  of  the 
Rent  Act.  1957,  whereby  the  rents  may  be  raised  provided  that  in  due 
course  certain  repairs  are  carried  out. 

The  Council  received  applications  for  20  certificates  of  disrepair. 


Rehousing 

Applications  for  2 and  3 bedroom  houses  from  persons  in  lodgings 
or  tenants  requiring  an  additional  bedroom,  have  been  more  or  less 
satisfied  by  the  present  number  of  Council  houses.  The  number  of 
applicants  for  aged  persons  bungalows  or  flats  continue  to  rise  and 
the  development  of  the  Market  Street  Clearance  Area  by  building  flats 
would  supply  a need  and  at  the  same  time  get  rid  of  one  of  the  derelict 
areas. 


Overcrowding 

One  house  occupied  by  Pakistanis  became  overcrowded,  which  was 
relieved  following  the  service  of  a statutory  notice. 


Camping  Sites. 

There  are  no  camping  sites  within  the  district. 


The  Housing  Acts,  1949-54 

Improvement  grants  as  the  previous  table  indicates  have  enabled  a 
better  standard  of  housing  to  be  enjoyed. 


CHIEF  SANITARY  REQUIREMENTS  OF  THE  DISTRICT 

The  conversion  of  waste  water  closets. 

The  achievement  of  a cleaner  atmosphere. 

The  paving  and  draining  of  unmade  streets 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
1.  Milk  Supply 

Action  taken  with  regard  to  the  administration  of  the  Milk  and 
Dairies  Acts  and  Regidations. 

The  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1040. 

Number  of  licences  issued  in  respect  of  Heat-treated  Milk  : — 

(a)  Dairies  in  the  district  0 

(b)  Shops  in  the  district  other  than  dairies  ...  30 

(c)  Premises  outside  the  district  8 

The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1940-54: — 
Number  of  dealers’  licences  including  supplementary  licences 

issued  by  the  Local  Authority  during  1957  in  7’espect  of: — 

“Tuberculin  Tested”  Milk  8 

The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk) 
Regulations,  1049-53: — 

Number  of  licences  issued  in  respect  of  Heat-treated  Milk: — 


Pasteurising  Plants  

0 

Sterilising  Plants 

0 

Retail  Distributors — (a)  Pasteurised 

11 

(b)  Sterilised 

. 36 

Action  taken  by  Local  Authority  in  relation  to 

: — 

(a)  Raw  Milk  : — 

No. 

Sat. 

(Jnsat. 

(i)  Tuberculosis  biological  tests  

4 

3 

1 

(ii)  Methylene  Blue  Reduction  test  

4 

4 

0 

(iii)  B.  Coli  

4 

4 

0 

(b)  Pasteurised: — 

No. 

Sat. 

Unsat 

(i)  Phosphatase 

3 

3 

0 

(ii)  Methylene  Blue  Reduction  test 

3 

3 

0 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949,  Reg.  20 

Following  positive  biological  report  of  sample  of  raw  milk  brought 
into  the  district  the  sale  of  this  milk  was  prohibited  within  the  district 
unless  milk  was  heat  treated  and  until  the  herd  was  cleared. 


The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Specified  Areas)  Order,  1958 

This  Order  came  into  force  on  the  14th  April  prohibiting  the  sale  of 
milk  by  retail  for  human  consumption  unless  the  milk  is  pasteurised, 
sterilised,  or  from  Tuberculin  Tested  herds. 

2.  Meat  and  Other  Foods 

(a)  There  are  no  Slaughter  Houses  within  the  district. 

116  inspections  were  carried  out  at  food  shops  and  vehicles,  and 
I am  pleased  to  report  that  on  15  occasions  where  it  has  been  necessary 
to  draw  the  attention  of  the  occupiers  to  contraventions,  improvements 
were  effected,  which  include  the  provision  of  washhand  basins  and  hot 
water,  and  repairs  to  walls  and  floors. 

School  Dinners 

At  the  recently  opened  Secondary  Modern  Church  of  England  School 
there  is  a kitchen  and  dining  room,  from  which  meals  are  also  provided 
to  other  schools. 
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